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because the revenue had been declining ever since the third year of British rule.
With regard to the garden lands on the banks of the Taptee watered from wells, for which the Collector had proposed a lowering of rate from Es. 7 to Bs. 5, he was directed to use his own discretion, and assess according to local circumstances, and generally to make such reductions as might give practical encouragement to garden cultivation. Where wells were out of repair, land might be granted rent free for such period as would leave one or two years* clear profit to the cultivators beyond the expense of putting them in order. Advances might be given for building wells to respectable persons. Land assessed at garden rates, but not growing garden crops, should have its rates revised. This should also be done, where it was considered advisable, in the case of ryots throwing up dry-crop lands. If an abatement of 12 per cent, should not be found sufficient to induce people to take up leases of sixteen kiyJias of land or more, 15 or 20 per cent, might be given for such terms of years as they would agree to. In the case of farms of whole villages Patels were to be preferred as farmers, but farms might be given to other respectable persons, provided the cultivators' rights were adequately secured. The rentals were to be fixed beforehand for the whole proposed term, so that the farmers might derive full benefit from the reclamation of waste lands. Leases might as a rule be granted for from five to ten years, reference being made for orders to Government when longer terms were required. Bates should be so arranged as not to lead to abandonment of old for new lands or induce indolent habits. The re-introduction of the mundabandi system, which would secure the ryots the benefits of their own improvements, and fix them permanently in their own localities, might be tried with caution where the people appeared to approve of it. The subject of the transit duties was to be farther reported on.
In 1831 land was reported to be going out of cultivation, in consequence of the lowness of prices, and neither the istava leases nor the offer of 15 to 20 per cent, reduction to those who would take laud on the munddlandi tenure proved attractive to the people, the conditions of their Muls or leases having been fulfilled in only thirty-eight out of about 1,200 cases. The Bevenue